TALKING PAPER 

ON

STANDARDIZING EXPEDITIONARY COMBAT SKILLS TRAINING
PURPOSE
- 
A standardized pre-deployment training program does not exist for deploying Airmen.  Expeditionary combat training is not standardized at any level and relies heavily on local base general personnel readiness programs.  
DISCUSSION

-
In a previous submission, the CGO Council identified the need for a course that would address combat skills in key expeditionary areas.  Some examples, but not limited, are:  weapons issue, load bearing equipment, body armor, use of force, combat skills, rifle fighting, air base defense, M-16 maintenance, convoy protection and field exercise.

-
Operational conditions in the Air Force have stretched resources.  Due to the unpredictable nature of current conflicts, Airmen are being tasked to perform duties outside of their primary competencies.  In order to prepare for this, all Airmen should receive enhanced expeditionary training through initial and continuing Professional Military Education (PME) programs.  

-
Changes are being implemented at Enlisted Basic Military Training to address these issues.  However, more research is required to build a program addressing critical training areas for an effective program. Research should focus on:

-- 
Methods identifying appropriate skill sets based on modern warfare rules of engagement

-- 
Mapping specific skills to course objectives.  
-
Once defined, the objectives will lead to a clarification of the areas of study that are required for a proper training program.  This standardized training plan would ensure all Airmen arrive in a deployed location with consistent and necessary skills and knowledge to be relied upon when put in combat situations.  
RECOMMENDATION:

-
We recommend the AF develops a standard Expeditionary Combat Skills block of instruction at all levels of PME.  The training would occur at all critical stages of an Airmen’s development.  This would allow for a baseline to be instituted early in an Airmen’s career that can be augmented and reinforced with future training.  
